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HOW DO THE PROPOSED BASIX CHANGES ALIGN WITH ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
REQUIREMENTS NATIONALLY? 

• The Council of Australian Governments agreed to significantly increase the minimum energy efficiency 
standards to 6-stars or equivalent for all new residential buildings in 2010, primarily through the 
Building Code of Australia.  

• The proposed BASIX changes implement this commitment for NSW.  

• Taking account of the proposed increase in the energy target and the requirement to achieve a 
minimum rating for both heating and cooling performance, the proposed BASIX changes are forecast to 
result in more than 75% of all dwellings in NSW achieving a 5.5 star or better NatHERS rating and an 
overall energy efficiency equivalence of 6 stars or better. Other jurisdictions have already implemented 
an increased stringency of between 5- and 6-stars when taking into account variations, local codes and 
other concessions. 

• Refer to the National Strategy on Energy Efficiency (updated 2010): 
http://www.coag.gov.au/sites/default/files/nsee_update_july_2010.pdf or http://ee.ret.gov.au/energy-
efficiency/strategies-and-initiatives/national-strategy-energy-efficiency-nsee 

• And National Partnership Agreement on Energy Efficiency (2009): 
http://www.federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/content/npa/environment/energy_efficiency/national_partnership.pdf 

WHY DOES NSW USE BASIX RATHER THAN THE BCA ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROVISIONS? 

• BASIX provides a flexible and outcomes-based approach to energy efficiency and greenhouse gas 
emission reduction. This allows the market to find the most cost-effective ways to achieve these 
targets. As a web-based system, BASIX raises the awareness of design alternatives, provides 
feedback about design choices and can be used as a simple design tool.  

• The BASIX thermal comfort index continues to set maximum heating loads and cooling loads 
separately, meaning that good performance in heating or cooling alone will not be undermined by poor 
performance in the other. Compliance data indicates that this typically results in an overall NatHERS 
rating 1 star more than simply combining the BASIX heating and cooling loads. This approach is most 
appropriate for NSW as it has a temperate climate, where buildings need to perform for both heating 
and cooling unlike those regions that have one dominant climate. 

• The Building Code of Australia (BCA) energy efficiency provisions are more prescriptive and offer less 
flexibility. The Building Code of Australia does not link building envelope performance with the other 
energy efficiency requirements for building services.   

• In contrast, linking building envelope performance with the BASIX energy target means there is 
recognition in BASIX for going beyond minimum building envelope standards, or using ‘best of class’ 
products such as six star hot water systems and 5 star air conditioners. 

FIND OUT MORE  

• Please visit the BASIX Target Review website at www.basix.nsw.gov.au/basixcms/target-review.html to 
learn more about the proposed changes to the BASIX targets including the benefit-cost analysis study. 

• The Department invites your feedback on the proposal - by making a formal submission or completing 
our online survey. 
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